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Should Public Schooling be Redefined?
The core reason for coming up with public schools was dealing with industrialism, an increase in immigration, and urbanization. Also, the schools were structured to bring together Americans with the sole purpose of participating in democratic activities.  Such government-engineered tenets met sharp attacks from liberal writers and Taylor Gatto for championing for obedience and subordination instead of propelling creativity and enabling intellectual ability amongst students for the nation's prosperity (Gibbon, Yauk, & Seo, 2017 p2). The essay seeks to argue that public schooling should be redefined to allow public participation in decision-making and produce critical thinkers who can solve problems in society.
Public schools' objective needs to be redefined in this age of vast information where parents have an array of education choices for their children. Therefore, it is prudent to create a shared understanding of the basic ideas that drive the mission of such schools. The No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act instituted by President George Bush aimed at propelling proficiency in learners in mathematics and reading.  The main center of concern is that NCLB came up with standardized tests for grades 3 to 8. "Schools who fail to meet the standards or show progress are considered failing schools." (Gibbon et al., 2017, p4). To add, the national government has burdened individual states with administering the tests. Teaching has shifted towards tests, with teachers facing intimidation to excel in a single assessment. Such a curriculum has turned students into test-taking robots. This has shelved the need for society to have productive members who can solve modern problems. The best ingredients of education (depth of content, innovation, and creativity) are sidelined. From such a perspective, I throw my weight behind the need to redefine public schooling to meet the needs of modern society. States need to be actively involved in funding research and develop effective teaching practices, innovative teaching methods, and better resources to produce creative and productive thinkers (Gibbon et al., 2017, p 4). Such excellence can be achieved via face-to-face workshops, conferences, online courses, and seminars with explicit goals (Stephanie, 2008, p439).
There exists an argument that public schools perform exemplarily in tabling choices in public education geographically. Even though the statement might have some truth elements, a weighty matter puts a wedge on it. The schools do not provide a room for choices that can allow the community to contribute about the most important values and ideas incorporated in the learning instructions. The present system denies parents and the community as a whole to exercise such a mandate. Parents have more room to air their opinions and determine the schools' direction when they take their children to private schools. Private schools are funded by parents who also have vested expectations and contribute to the best ways the school should be steered. Parents have a vast opportunity to raise their concerns whenever their expectations are not met. Private schools that fail to meet the parents' approval "will be forced to change to meet the needs or face losing students" (Gibbon et al., 2017, p4).
On the contrary, parents in public schools are denied the opportunity to contribute to significant decisions. Such decisions are determined by bureaucrats at federal, state, and district levels. The educational structure needs to be redefined to accommodate parents in the decision-making processes in public schools.
In summary, the purpose of public schooling should be redefined to propel the nation to greater heights. It would be wise if the government supports educational programs that enhance creativity and critical thinking in students rather than on tests. Also, parents should be considered in making decisions that touch on academic matters.
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